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Synopsis

2014 marks the centennial of the start of World War | A¢a -4 « DK will mark the occasion with the
publication of World War I: The Definitive Visual Guide, a vividly illustrated, in-depth account of the
Great War. Written by historian R. G. Grant, and created by DK’s award-winning editorial and
design team, World War | charts the developments of the war from a global perspective. Using
illustrated timelines, detailed maps, and personal accounts, readers will see the oft-studied war in a
new light. Key episodes are set clearly in the wider context of the conflict, in-depth profiles look at
the key generals and political leaders, and full-color photo galleries showcase the weapons,
inventions, and new technologies that altered the course of history. A vivid portrait of the
confrontation on land, sea, and sky, World War I: The Definitive Visual Guide offers readers a bold

and thoughtful new look at this complex and explosive moment in history.
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Customer Reviews

View larger ~ World War I: The Definitive Visual History World War I: The Definitive Visual History
is a brilliant and fascinating portrait of a world at war. Sumptuously illustrated, this definitive account
recounts in striking detail the course of the First World War. Engaging narrative recreates the
experience of titanic battles such as Gallipoli, the Somme, and Verdun that left an indelible mark on
the collective memory of countries that lost a generation of young men. Packed with thematic
spreads, timelines, profiles of key generals and political leaders, inventions, discoveries, maps,

photography, and key artifacts, this book is the ultimate guide to World War | from every



perspective.

Eyewitness: Verdun, February 21, 1916 The German army began its offensive at Verdun with a
nine-hour-long artillery bombardment. The fighting continued for a further 10 months at a terrible

costAfA¢A a4 -A & -almost 650,000 French and German soldiers were killed.  View larger

Stalemate 1915: The Sinking of the Lusitania In February 1915, Germany launched a campaign of
submarine attacks against Allied shipping off the British coastline. This led to the notorious sinking
of the transatlantic liner Lusitania and set the Germans on course for a confrontation with the United

States. View larger

The Battle of the Marne The French and British counteroffensive launched on September 5-6,
1914, was one of the decisive battles in world history. By forcing the German armies in France onto
the defensive, it ended Germany&#039;s hopes of a quick victory and set the course for a

drawn-out conflict. View larger

Canadians in the War "Whenever the Germans found the Canadian Corps coming into the line,
they prepared for the worst." - British Prime Minister David Lloyd George, "War Memoirs" View

larger

This volume presents a unique and concise approach to examining the key moments of the Great
War, from just prior to the declaration of war through its aftermath. Readers will find brief coverage
of events, biographies of key people, eyewitness accounts from soldiers and civilians, discussions
of weapons technology, and a plethora of stunning visual images. The work is laid out in seven
chapters, beginning with A¢a —-A“The Troubled Continent 1870A¢a -4 ce1914A¢a -A- and ending
with Aga -A“Aftermath 1919A¢a -4 ce1923.A¢a -A- Each chapter opens with an introduction and
an extensive time line that details each month of the war. Various topics are covered in two-page
spreads, full of the visuals that DK is known forA¢a —a +an almost overwhelming number of maps
with intricate battle details; vivid photographs of people, places, and items of the era; and other
graphics. A concluding section, A¢a —A“In Memoriam,A¢a -A- provides information on key battle
sites, museums, memorials, and cemeteries by country. As 2014 is the 100-year anniversary of the
start of the war, the topic is sure to be popular, and this book belongs in most high-school and public

libraries. --Carol Sue Harless



"Capturing the full experience of WWI is a formidable task, but this new, comprehensive account by
historian Grant comes close. He presents information in an accessible manner and makes it easy to
peruse a rich array of articles, detailed maps, and images. The selection of images builds a
remarkable portrait of the war. This is a broad, moving, informative account of the war that’s perfect
for both the young, budding historian and the well-versed WWI reader." A¢a —a ce Publishers
Weekly "A visual wonder of important historical events, as promised in the title." A¢a -4 ce Library
Journal "This volume presents a unique and concise approach to examining the key moments of the

Great War, from just prior to the declaration of war through its aftermath.” A¢a -a oe Booklist

My husband and | fell in love with DK (especially the Smithsonian line) during a trip to the
Smithsonian museums. The books are filled with an immense amount of information which is
presented in a fascinating, readable way. Of course the author couldn’t include absolutely every
single detail about the subject at hand, but they still did a wonderful job. The photos are gorgeous
and a perfect complement to the information being presented. The books themselves have sturdy

binding and stout construction.

One of the best and more complete books | have. And it is a beautiful and impressive volume. Just
bought it to "commemorate”, as you will, 100 years of the start of this turning point in the history of
mankind. The pictures and charts are amazing denoting a caring and profound research into war
archives all over many countries and lands. Thanks for editing such a great item of historical

masterpiece.

Perfect price, quality and addition!

great educational book

What a wonderful book. My son who is a freshman covered this subject this year in school and was
really into the information. This book covers everything he learned about and the visuals are
outstanding and in color. | can’t wait to give this to him. | don’t know why but he found WWI more

interesting than WWIL.

Just what | was looking for.



Bought this book for my husband and he absolutely loved it. It was also way bigger than we

expected.

This book has made it easier to learn about World War one, which is something that’s pretty hard to

do when so many things are about World War two.
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